ETHICS IN HISTORY
horror to Fascist brutaiism, together with a peaceful
policy of collaboration with lamb-like affairs like the
League of Nations Union, the Society of Friends and
the Church of England, is morally shocking to many.
To this it is no reply to say that ordinary, peace-
loving persons (members of the Church) who are wont
to express horror at Communist "cynicism" are them-
selves capable of Sahib-like ferocity when occasion
demands. It is no reply to say that riots, general strikes,
colonial revolts, mutinies, and so on, are "put down"
with exemplary savagery in every capitalist com-
munity whenever they occur for no better reason than
that they interfere with private property rights. For
the ordinary person in capitalist society, who still lives
under the influence, if not of religious at any rate of
idealist philosophical doctrine, will always retort to
such arguments that, if it be true that he is sometimes
provoked to use force, to employ evil means in the
service of "reasonable" ends, that is merely because
there is, unfortunately, no alternative to such activity.
The fact that there is no alternative is kmented as a
tragic paradox, evidence of the nature of divine
punishment since the fall of man. Since the pre-
dicament of Adam, such has been the nature of things*
Our clear and moral duty is to continue to exalt the
latent goodness in rn.q*> and to eschew evil, as far as we,
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